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who heard him discourse on engine parts and processes was
impressed. He could throw on to paper an admirable
sketch of machinery. But it was no mere fondness for the
engineer's profession that induced him to choose such a
strikingly large number of its members as his intimate
advisers.

There grew up in Germany in those years, drawing men
from all camps, regardless of their political and social
traditions, a sort of invisible order embracing all those who
believed in the need for social and economic planning of a
radical nature* Its members sank all their social and poli-
tical differences in a new community of outlook that linked
the Communist with the National Socialist, the cool, cal-
culating General Staff officer and the scientific research
worker with the youthful intelligentsia of all schools of
thought. All were inspired by the ideal, propagated with
Infectious clarity, of the devotion of men's utmost efforts
to a reasoned ordering of human life. The friend who
accompanied me on my visit to Keppler suddenly re-
vealed himself as one of them. Was Hitler also of their
fraternity?

For all these people National Socialism, and even Ger-
many's political rise, were only necessary stages on the way
to a radical phase of the technical revolution. It culminated
in the planning of man himself, the rational interpretation
of his nature*

Can this be done? Can we plan a human being? Can we
so train him for rational social and economic functions that
he loses the original stamp of his nature?

Strange to say, the answer to this question was a passionate
Yes from persons differing so widely from one another as
Todt, the designer of the Autobahnen and the Siegfried
Iane5 and one of the most intelligent political economists
here in this bomb-racked London. By means of suitable
education the competitive instincts forming the psycho-
logical basis of the ''competitive system" caa be eradicated
from human nature. But eight years before I met this
economist I heard the following statement from Todt:

"We have entered the second epoch of man^self-domesti-
cation* The first was characterized by war and a continual